
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the blue cards available from the ushers and in  
the welcome pad folders. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the 
congregation participates in word or song are noted in bold type.              
   Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE Preludium in G Minor Lübeck  

* HYMN 488 The God of Abraham Praise Leoni 

* CALL TO WORSHIP (based on Jeremiah 31) 

Leader: The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a 
  new covenant 

People: Not like the old covenant, written on stone. 

Leader: This will be a radically new covenant, my laws will be within you  

People: The law will be Written on our hearts.  

Leader: And God added words — I am your God and you are my  
  people. 

People: Imprint these words anew on our hearts, O God, that we  
  will know you in all your fullness, love you as you love us,  
  and worship you as you deserve.   

INTROIT   Ippolitof-Ivanof 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, Blessed art Thou, O Lord. Bless the Lord and forget not all 
 his benefits.  Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, Bless His holy name. 
 He is gracious and plenteous in mercy. He crowneth thee with loving kindness, He will 
 not always chide, nor keep His wrath forever. Bless the Lord, O my soul.     PSALM 103 
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WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS          

MINUTE FOR READ TO FEED  Carolina Zuluaga 

MINUTE FOR THE PUMPKIN PATCH Lauren Bigler 

CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, you choose to bring our lives into harmony with yours 
because of your righteousness, your justice, and your steadfast love.  
We confess that while we readily accept the joy of living Spirit-filled 
lives, we all too often fail to live up to the challenges that brings.  
When we fail to include all people, forgive us.  When our witness 
fails to spread the good news of your gospel, forgive us.  Renew our 
lives with your Spirit.  We pray this in the name of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE Hymnal No. 579 Gloria Patri 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
without end.  Amen, Amen.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened          
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”)         



 

 

TIME WITH CHILDREN  

* HYMN 403 What a Friend We Have in Jesus Converse 

+ Children leave for Church School.  Youth remain for worship.  + 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 31:27-34 

ANTHEM  He Watching over Israel (from “Elijah”) Mendelssohn 

 He watching over Israel slumbers not, nor sleeps. Shouldst thou, walking in grief, 
 languish, he will quicken thee.  

SECOND LESSON Luke 18:1-8 

SERMON “God Can Take It”    Rev. Richard S. Hong 

OFFERTORY How Can I Keep from Singing Leo Nestor 

 My life flows on in endless song; Above earth’s lamentation 
 I hear the sweet though far off hymn That hails a new creation: 
 Through all the tumult and the strife I hear the music ringing; 
 It finds an echo in my soul — How can I keep from singing? 

 

 What though my joys and comforts die? The Lord my Savior liveth; 
 What though the darkness gather round! Songs in the night He giveth: 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm While to that refuge clinging; 
 Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, How can I keep from singing? 
 

 I lift mine eyes; the cloud grows thin; I see the blue above it; 
 And day by day this pathway smooths Since first I learned to love it: 
 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, A fountain ever springing: 
 All things are mine since I am His — How can I keep from singing? 
   ROBERT LOWREY, 1860 

* THE DOXOLOGY                   Old Hundredth 
  

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 



  

 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom 
 come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
 our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors;  
 and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine 
 is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen.  

     THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 210 O God, Our Help in Ages Past St. Anne 

* BENEDICTION 

* CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE “Gigue” Fugue  Bach 

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 

 

*     *     *     *     * 

NOTES ON TODAY’S MUSIC  
Felix Mendelssohn (1809-1847) was one of the great early Romantic composers. He  
wrote profusely in almost all genres and, inspired by Bach and by Handel’s “Messiah” 
wrote “Elijah” a major oratorio for chorus, soloists and orchestra. “He watching over 
Israel” is one of the most famous choruses from this work. Leo Nestor (b. 1948) was 
music director at the National Shrine in Washington, DC for many years and is known 
for his fresh take on familiar tunes. Mikhail Ippolitov-Ivanov (1859-1935) was a student 
of Rimsky-Korsakov and composed operas, orchestral, choral and vocal music. Today’s 
Introit demonstrates his ability to evoke the traditional Russian liturgical musical style. 
Two near-contemporary Baroque organists provide today’s organ voluntaries. Vincent 
Lübeck (1654-1740) was organist at the prestigious St. Nicolai church in Hamburg. His 
organ preludes show the influence of his teacher Buxtehude.  The Fugue  
in G major, “À la Gigue,” BWV 577, is one of Johann Sebastian Bach’s (1685–1750) 
most unrepresentative works for the organ; indeed, there are serious doubts regarding its 
authenticity in the Bach canon. If indeed by Bach, it would most likely have been a 
product of his first years as a young organist in Arnstadt around 1705. It was a favorite 
in the repertoire of the great American organist Virgil Fox. This fugue is distinguished by  
a rollicking subject in 12/8 time, and was the young composer’s contribution to a series of 
fugues “à la Gigue” composed by Buxtehude, Pachelbel and others. 

   *     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

Jeremiah 31:27-34 (NRSV) 
 

 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will sow the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah with the seed of humans and the 
seed of animals. 28And just as I have watched over them to pluck up and 
break down, to overthrow, destroy, and bring evil, so I will watch over 
them to build and to plant, says the LORD. 29In those days they shall  
no longer say: “The parents have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s 
teeth are set on edge.” 30But all shall die for their own sins; the teeth of 
everyone who eats sour grapes shall be set on edge. 31The days are surely 
coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house 
of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I 
made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them 
out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their 
husband, says the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with 
the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: I will put my law 
within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another,  
or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from 
the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 
iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 
Luke 18:1-8 (NRSV) 
 

 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always 
and not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who 
neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a 
widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 
opponent.’ 4For a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though 
I have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow 
keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me 
out by continually coming.’” 6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 
unjust judge says. 7And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones 
who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8I  
tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of 
Man comes, will he find faith on earth?” 
 

*     *     *     *     * 




